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Dear Parents and Families, 

It is with great hope and excitement that after over two months of closure, City of Augusta 

Childcare has been granted approval to reopen effective June 1st, 2020. In every effort to 

ensure safety and precaution for the children, families and staff, this will be a slow, methodical 

multi-step phased reopening. This plan was carefully constructed to reduce the amount of risk 

or exposure during this health crisis while still maintaining a high quality childcare program for 

the children.  

With each phase of the reopen plan, Childcare enrollment will be limited. The program as a 

whole has undergone drastic changes to promote social distancing and caution by reducing 

group sizes, starting at just 10 children per group with two staff members. Every two weeks, 

pending no setbacks, the groups will be expanding by small amounts of children. By mid-July it 

is our hope that we can serve upward of 105 children while maintaining small group sizes and 

safety for all. 

Enrollment for each phase will be granted or accepted based upon the following; 

Parents/caregivers providing “essential” services in our community; previously enrolled in City of 

Augusta Childcare; lack of additional childcare options. Any additional slots remaining will be 

filled by first come, first serve and filled as the week’s progress. If you feel your child falls into 

any of the earlier phased categories, please email the childcare office to ensure you are granted 

the opportunity to apply for a slot.  

Upon working closely with the State of Maine DHHS and the CDC, City of Augusta Childcare 

has adopted numerous adjustments and protocols. Childcare for the summer of 2020 will see 

reduced hours, 7:30am to 5:00pm Monday-Friday to allow adequate time to sanitize and 

disinfect each space the children occupy during the day. Enhanced protocols for drop off and 

pick up times will be enforced as well a programming modifications to rooms, activities and 

schedules for the children. Breakfast, lunch & snack will continue to be provided daily. More 

detailed review of precautions and protocols can be found on the following page. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child(ren) back to our program. At this time, we 

request that any families interested in applying for immediate slots email the childcare program 

at Bethany.sproul@augustamaine.gov or Christy.baker@augustamaine.gov and complete a 

summer childcare enrollment form online at www.augustaparksrec.com before Tuesday May 

26th.  If you are interested in a later enrollment, please submit the summer enrollment form 

online by Thursday June 11th. The staff at Buker will attempt to process and respond as quickly 

as possible.  

We understand the tremendous challenges everyone has faced over the last several weeks. 

This is an unprecedented time for our community, our nation and the world. City of Augusta 

Childcare is looking to move forward by adapting and adjusting to the changing 

recommendations with the help of your patience and understanding. Your family’s health and 

safety, the health of our program staff and our community wellbeing will continue to be the focus 

for our program. We look forward to providing engaging activities and experiences for all 

children this summer. See you soon! 

Sincerely, 

Bethany Sproul-LeBrun, Childcare Director 
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City of Augusta Childcare’s top priority is the safety of the children in our care and we 
are taking every precaution for the health and safety of our staff and families. We have 
adopted guidelines from the American Academy of Pediatrics pandemic plan, as well as 
recommendations from Maine Health and Human Services and Center for Disease 
Control.  

With that in mind, the following precautions are being implemented, effective 
immediately: 

 Daily health screenings, including temperature of every child and our staff before 
admitting anyone into our program. 

 Parents will only be allowed to drop off and pick up children at the designated 
front lobby desk at Buker. Only one parent will be allowed for pick up/drop off and 
please limit siblings when able. A maximum amount of 4 people are allowed in 
the Buker lobby at a time. Please follow advised social distancing of 6 feet apart. 

 We are continuously sanitizing toys, surfaces, door handles, bathrooms etc. by 
having two staff designated specifically to disinfecting the childcare spaces 9hrs 
a day. 

 We have removed plush toys and other toys that cannot be frequently disinfected 

 We will be teaching children social distancing and proper handwashing 

o Children are discouraged from any contact, including high fives 

o Children will remain in self-contained group rooms, outside or the gym and 
will not rotate between other rooms or staff to reduce exposure. Only a 
single group at a time will utilize the outdoor play spaces to reduce 
crowding. 

o Children are continuously washing their hands, following CDC guidelines 
on proper handwashing 
 

We are also asking that you and your children not visit City of Augusta Childcare 
program if either of you are experiencing a cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, or a 
fever; or in the previous 14 days you have had contact with someone with a confirmed 
diagnosis of COVID-19; is under investigation for COVID-19; or is ill with a respiratory 
illness; or in the previous 14 days you have traveled internationally to countries with 
widespread, sustained community transmission. Failure to comply or cooperate with 
new precautions and protocols can result in termination from the Childcare program. 

 


